In the article "Cortical malformations are associated with a rare polymorphism of cellular prion protein" (Neurology 2004;63:557-560), by R. Walz et al., the authors reported that a variant allele at the cellular prion protein gene (PRNP) Asn171Ser was associated with symptomatic epilepsies related to different forms of focal malformations of cortical development (MCD). Unfortunately, a second researcher in the group was unable to reproduce part of these results when evaluating 94% of the patient samples. The accurate data presented in table 1 demonstrate that the PRNP variant allele Asn171Ser is associated to MCD ( p ϭ 0.005), however with a lower prevalence than that previously described.
NA ϭ not applicable.
Table 3
Frequency of PRNP genotype at codon 171 among different forms of MCD
